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The Tex tf. 


Gen. chap. 28. vetl. 20,21,22, 


- 


20.T hen Facob woyed n Vow, 
ſaying, Ff God will be with 
me , and will keepe mee in this 
way that F goe, and will grve 
me bread to eat, and ratment 

to put 0n. 

21.50 that F come againe to my 
fathers houſe in peace, then. 
ſhall the Lord be my God. 

22.eAnd this Stone, which F 
have ſet vp as a Pillar, ſhall 
be Gods houſe: and of all that 

thou ſhalt give mee, F will 
ſurely give the Tenth un- 
to thee, 


rn —_— i nn — — — — — —_ 


> Hi cn words are the 
= Vowe of that holy Patri- 
©/f® arke 7acob , who being 
WP mortally hated of his bro- 
BJep ther Eſas, for deceiuin 
YAY) him(as hetearmed it) both 
PP. Lo\ ho) Fa, of his Birth-right, and 0 
944% YEARS) his Blefling, wag forced to 
flie for his life : And by the gguiſe of his Mo- 
ther, with the expreſſe conſent, and commande- 
ment of his Farherin the firſt verſe of this chap- 
ter, hes trauailed towards Padan-Aran vato his 
vnckle Zabarfor ſuccour; in hope there not onely 
ro haue his life ſecured fro his brothers rage ; bur 
alſo to be prouided of a Wife, amongſt his owne 
kindred, which might bea helper, and comfortet 
vnto him: yet he went not forth like a Voer, nor 
likecither his father 1/aacs ſonne, or his grandfa- 
ther: Abrahams ſeruant , with Camels, and Men, 
| A 3 and 
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and Iewels, and other proviſion for ſuch a iour- 
ney, ( for then perhappes hee had neuer made 
this Vowe,) but hee wentall alonelike a poore 
Pilgrime, with his ſtaffe in his hand, and ſo came 
wearic, and late (the Sunne being downe) vnto a 
certaine place, neere vnto Haran , where he tooke 
Homil, 54. in VP his lodging for that night : and as Saint Chry- 
Gr, ſoftome ſaith, 1bi dorminit, vbi nox eum comprehen- 
- dit, Heſlept there where he was benighted , nor 
in any towne or houſe, or tent, but Sab do, ma- 
king theearth his bed , heauen his canopie, and a 
ſtone (which hee found in that place) the pillow 
whereupon he repoſed his head: and yet hauing 
a weariced bodic,and a quiet conſcience(which are 
two good Engines, to draw on ſleepe) he ſlept as 
ſoundly vpon that hard pillow , as if hee had lien 
vpon a bed of Downe: And in his ſleepe he drea- 
med of a certaine Ladder reaching vp from carth 
to heauen, vpon which the Angels of God aſcen- 
ded, and deſcended, and the Lord himſelfeſtood 
at the topge of the Ladder; who made vnto him 
a large, and a molþgracious foure-fold promiſe, 
inthe13. 14.and 15, verſes. 1. Thathe would 
piuc vnto him and his ſeed, that land vpon which 
ethen ſlept. 2. That hee would multiply his 
ſeede as the duſt of the earth. 3. That in his 
ſeed, all the Nations of the earth ſhould be Bleſ- 
ſed; Andlaſtly, that he would be with him,and - 
keepe him whitherſocuer hee went, and bring 
him againe vnto thatland , and not to forſake 
him vnrill he had performed all, that he had pro- 

miſed vnto him, wi 
| When 
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When 7«cob awoke out of his ſlcepe, and 
perceiued that the Lord was inthart place, and he 
notaware of it, and that that place was no other, 
but the houſe of God, and gate of heauen,verſe 17. he 
was ſtricken with feare and reuerence, as cuery 
one ought to bee, that commeth within the gate 
of Gods houſe, and tooke the ſtone that lay 
vnder his head, and ſer it vp fora pillar, and 
powred oyle vpon the top of it, and called the 
name of that place Bethel, thatis , the houſe of 
God. 

Andentring into a ſerious conſideration ofthis 
gracious Promiſe , which farre exceeded all that 
hee could cither aske, or thinke, hee did not 
through vnbelicte make any doubt of the perfor- 
mance thereof; but certainely belicuing that it 
{hould be accompliſhed in due time, like a thanke- 
full Pilgrime , or a man cuen ouer-ioyed with vn- 
expectcd, bur yet aſſured hopes ; hes co ſtu- 
die with himſelfe , what hee ſhould render vnto 
the Lord, for all theſe benefits promiſed vnto 
him ; and not finding any better meanes to cx- 
preſſe his thanketulneſle, he voweda Vow in my 
Text, ſaying, /f God will be with meer. 

Of which Vow there betwo parts. The firſt 
is, Petitio, a Requeſt, which he delired of God; 
The ſecond is, Promiſo,a dutic, which he promi- 
ſed to performe to God. _ | 

The Petition in theſe words, 1f God will be with 
me, and will keepe me in this way that I goe,, and will 
Tint me bread tocat , and raiment toput on, ſo that I 
come againe #0 my fathers houſe in peace ; The dutic 
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4 Iacops Vovv. . 
which hee promiſethto performein liew of this 
benefit is three-fold. » That the Lord ſhall be his 
God. 2. That the lone which he had [ct w/ for apillar, 
ſhould be Gods houſe. 3. That of all that God ſhould 
gine him , he would giue unto God the Tenth, Of 
which points in order as they lic in the Text. 

And firſt ofthe Petition, or requeſt, which (as 
you ſee) is very 'moderate, and reaſonable : for 
whereas God had promiſed vnto Jacob foure 
rhings z 7acob doth not deſire all , nor halfe, nor 

| thethirde part of that which was promiſed, but 
contenteth himſelfe with the laſt, and leaſt of all 
thoſe foure things, and deſireth nothing, bur on- 
ly neceſlaries for the preſent ; not 2aazles, or 
 Mannafor delight ; but onely bread for necefhiie, 
that is neceſfarie food : not purple and fine linnen 
for pompe; bur onely raiment to put on, tharis, 
neceſſarie cloathes : not the attendance of many 
ſeruants ; but onely the prote&ion, and blefling 
of God, without which, neither his food,nor rai- 
ment, nor anything cls could-doe him good, nor 
himſelfe,cither be well,or be. 

But whatis the reaſon why 1/aac, who was ex- 
ceeding rich, ſent foorth his ſonne 74cob (who by 
Gods prouidence was now lately made his Heire) 
ſo cxceeding poore, that heis faine to petition for 
foode and raiment, whereas eAbraham his father, 
ſent foorth his very ſeruant vpon the like iourney: 
richly furniſhed,and ſumptuouſly attended?Was 
Abrahams {eruant better then //aacs ſonne ? 

Aug.Ser,dets- Toomit the diuers Allegorics which Saint Au- 
jer-79.Gremer. nyſ{ine,and Gregorie haue obſerucd vpon this | ny 
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3 
tage , the reaſons , as Theodoret and others have 
well ſummed them vp,might be theſe. 

1 /t fratris conatus melinus declinaret, that going 
poorely , and priuately, his brother &/a« mighr 
not ſo calily miſſe him , nor know which way to 
purſue after him. : 

2. Thar this miſcrie might mooue his brother 
to compaſhon,and reconciliation. 

3. Vtanimus effet rewertend;, that carrying no 
wealth with him to maintaine, or detayze him 
abroad, he might haue the more mind to returne 
vnto his facher home againe. 

4- Andlaſtly, that hee might haue the better 
experience of Gods mercie, as indecede he had, for 
which hee returned thankes vnto Gad at his re- 
turae in the 3 2, chap. 

lecobs poucrtie may teach vs, that alchough 
worldly proſperitic be the good blefling of God, 
wherewith he often enricheth his owne children: 

et hee cucr, at one time or other, chaſteneth 
thoſe,whom he loueth , and traineth them vp in 
his ſchoole of afflition,and vurtureth them with 
his Feralaof wants and crolles. Yirga tua & bacu- 
lus turs,Caith the Plalmiſt &c.they muſt as well be Pla!.z;.; 
humbled ,and inſtructed with his rod of correai- 
on,as ſupported with his ſtaffe of comfort. Abra+ 
ham and J1ſaac,-1ob, and Dawid, and cob alſo 
in my Text, after his returne from Peder eras, 
werc all rich, andour Lord himfelfe was Lord of 
all, and yer none of them-wanted ether their 
wants or croles. And the children of /rael,Gods 
owne people were not Ms," with wants 
in 
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in the wilderneſſe; but were pricked withthornes: 


in thcir eycs,andgoides in their lides, euen inthe 


landiafPromiſe- - Lb, 
Whenceweemaylearne, that Adzer/iric is the 


| bleflingof God vpon his Children, aſwell as Pro- 


Pſal.119. 71. 


Mat.17. 4. 


ſprritie. Res proſpera donum 4 conſolantis,ves aduer(a 
donii ef admonentis Det; (airh $. Auguſtine, Proſpe- 
ritie is the gift of God comforting , Adverſitie the gift 
of God admoniſhing: Proſperity may bee the more 
pleaſaus,, bur Adarr/tizimany times is the more 
profitable : which made Daridout of his own ex- 
perience ingeniouſly confeſle, that it was good 
for him , that hee had beene afflicted: And fo ir 
is goodfor vs all to be afflited ſometimes,cls we 
ſhould forget both God, and our ſelues , and bee 
too much wedded to this world, and ſay with 
Saint Peter, Banum et eſſe hic, and begin ro build 
ſuch Tabernacles here vpon earth, as would hin- 
der vs from our cuerlafting Tabernacles of bliſſe 
in heauen. And thus os, of lacobs pouertic and 
want. 

But now beingin ſo great want as hee was at 
this time, why Toth he preferre ſo poore a Peti- 
tion vnto God, whio is ſo rich in mercie? And 
whereas God had now lately appeared vnto him 
here in Bethel , and promiſed y 4 whole land of 
Canaan to him, andhis , why-doth hee deſire ſo 
poore a pittance, as food and raiment ,, which 
would onely -keepe life and ſoule together ? the 

y foules of the airearefurniſhed with theſe. 
And yet 1acobdefires no more,to teach vs, how 
moderate-wee ſhoyld be in the deſire of _ 
things. 


Vf 


| I&TCoOBs You. ” 
| things. We may and onghtto be cuen conetous 
ofrhings ſpirituall, and heauenly; fo faith the 
Apoſtle : (uct after the beſt gifts :4t of tempo» 1.Cor. 12.3. 
rall, and earthly things we may not be'couerous, 
more then is neceflary for our callings & eſtates : 
becauſe as our Sauiour teacheth, {mans life doth Luke 12. : 5, 
net conſiſt in the abundance of the things which hee 
o//eſſeth. Therefore the Apoſtles rule is , that 
hauing but af v ourioers Onely food and r4i- 1. Tim.s.8, 
ment, wee muſt be content therewith: for Yiu, 
& veititins ſant dinitie Chriitianorum , ſaith Hic- 
rome : food and raiment are the riches of Chrittians: 
and our patterne of Prayer doth warrant vs , to 
petition onely for our daily bread, that is, asit is 
excellently expounded in that Royal Meditation Wrinen by 
wpor the Lords Prayer, onely for ſuch remporall — 
things, as are neceſſary forour E/e, oratfartheſt, ** * 
for our Bexeeſſe, And they that cannot be con- 
tent with theſe , bur with the Horſe-leaches 
daughters, ſtill cry, Gize, Ge; and will needes be 
rich, fall into temprtarion,and a ſnare,and into ma» 
ny fooliſh, and hurtfull luſts , which drowne the 
ſoulein perdition , and deſtrution, 1. Tim. 6. 
lacob hauing once ſeenc God in B?thel, and ſer his 
hearr vpon ; a whois the true treaſure, neither 
admired, nor much deſired ({ more then was ne- 
ceſſary) this worldly traſh. 
Where wee may ſee, that. howſocuer world- 
lings doe nor onely admire,butcuen adore riches, 
and -honours , and earthly pleaſures, as their 
ſole trinitic , yet the Children of God , knowing 
that carthly honors, and riches are but A 
B 2 ( 
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of heauenly , -and the pleaſures of ſinne, not fo 
miuch as {hadowes of heaucnly pleaſures : vſc 
theſe things, when God-giueth them ; but nei- 
ther abuſe nor admire the lame, And why ſhould 
men admire ſhadowes, painted fires, which flame, 
but warmenot? and may ficly be compared vnto 
Glo-wormes, or peices of rotten-wood, which in 
a darke night {hirielike ſtars, bur when the Sunne 
ariſeth , and ſheweth what theyare, the one ap- 
eth tobe a poore worme, the other nothing 

ut a rotten ſticke : So theſe glorious outward 
things, ſhinclike Starres inthe eyes of the Chil- 
dren of-darkeneſle : but the Chi{dren of light, 
whoſe cyes are purged from thoſe skales of dark- 
nefle; doe plainely ſec, that in regard of truecon- 
tent, they be Yanitas vaniima,wormes,g ſickes, 
before which Sa/omor incomparably preferred 
wiſcdomec; and Agar in the Proverbs of Solomon, 


; prayed expreſlely againſt riches in the thirtieth 


Chapter, aſwell as poucrtic. Mendicitatem,cy di- 
witias ne dederis mihi : Giue me neither poucrtic, nor 
riches, but feed me with food conuenient for me. And 
this is thereaſon, why 7acob in my Text , petiti- 
ons neither for riches, nor honour, norany other 
outwardthing , but onely for bread to cat , and 

cloathes to put on. | 
And yet one thing more is to be obſerued in 
Tacebs Petition, out of theſe words of my Text, 
where he ſaith , if God will be with me, and keepe_> 
we in this way, that 7 got, and bring me againe to my 
fathers houſe tw peace ; whercin beldes ode, and 
raiment, you fcc heedelireth theprotetion, and 
blefling 


UM 
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bleſſing of God in his whole journey going out, 
and comming in : without which, neither his 
bread could nouriſh , nor his cloathes keepe him 
warme , nor any thing elſe. doe; him goad.. For 
Man dath net line by bread onely , but by euery ward Mit4.4. 
which proceedeth out of the mouthof God, that is, the 
bleſkngot God vpon bread : For asin Philiche, a 
diſeaſed man is preſcribed to boile certaine medi- 
cinable hearbes in running water , and then to 
drinke a quantity of that water, and ſois cured of 
his diſcaſc: and yet wee know, that it is not the 
water, butthe decottian , or infulion which cu- 
reth the Patient : ſo it is not the bread that nouri- 
ſheth , nor the abundance of outward things, 
which enricherth , or contenteth, but the infuli- 


on of Gods blefhing , which is the taffe of 


bread; without which a man may ſtarue for hyn- Levir.:6.16; 


ger, with bread in his mouth, and dic like the **<*4.16 
children of ae/with the fleſh of Quailesin their Pral.78.z 1, 
eceth. | 
Whereas on the contrary, Daziel feeding vpon 

bare pulſe, ſtrengthened by the blefling of God, 

which is the ſtafle of bread, and of all other 
nouriſhment, was fatter , and fairer, then they Dan.:.rs, 
that were f:d with the Kings diet : For it is the 
bleſsing of God , that maketh rich : and a lirgle, Pro 10.22. 
that che rightcous hath, is better then the great pro.16.8. 
reuenewes of the vngodly. And wee may ob» 

ſcrue in our owne experience, many a man , who 
with a dinner of greene hearbes, as Solomon ſpea- Pro.r5.87,. 
keth, that is hort diet, courſe clothes, hard lodg- 
ing , and a poore cate , looketh faner, liucth: 
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Geo. z2. 


Pſal.r16, 


Verſe: 9, 


to I=635*Vovy.' 


- euenthe promife of a benefit, pre 
the performance ofa duetie, ro teach all true 1/rae- 


— 


merrier, ſlceperh ſwectlicr, enioyerth more hearts 
caſe, andtruecontent , and intructh liveth better 
then'orhitrs' thite' weare « chaine of gotde.' And 


_ therforewiſdydid7areh deſire nothing bur food, 


and raiment,and Gods bleffing vpon them, which 
hee knew would ſerue his rurne. And thus much 
ofthe Petition, or Requeſt which 7Zacob delired of 
God. | [4 | 

Now Icometo the duties, which he promiſeth 


- toperforme taGod,in the next words, Then ſhall 


the Lord be my God, 3c. wherein 1acob , who was 
afterward ſurnamed 1/rael , m__ recetued bur 
ently vowet1 


lites, chat Beneficium poſtulat of fieinm : and that the 
thankefulneſle of the receiver , ought to anſwere 
vnto the benefirofthe beſtower, as the Eccho an- 
ſwereth to the voice : wee doe no ſooner receiue 
the one, bur we are immediatly bound to returne 
the other. So doth Dauid, Thou haſt deliuered my 
ſonle from death, mine eyes from teares , and my feet 
from falling , There is the benefite receiued; and 
thenic followeth in the very next words, 1 will 
walke before the Lord in the land of the lining , there 
is the duetic returned : So likewiſe in my Text, 
1f God will be with me, and giue me bread to eate, and 
cloathes to put on, there is the benefit petitioned for, 


and promiſe ,. Ther ſhall the Lord be my God , (vc. 


thereis the returne of a ductie vowed. 

Now wee all haue receiued the ſame or the like 
benefits, both ſpirituall and temporall, whereby 
wearc all bound-vnto the like thankefulneſlie; bur 


where 
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whereis the performance of the ſame, or the like 
duties? Ve owe as much, or more vnto God for 
his benefits, then 7acob did, but who voweth , or 
paicth vnto him the like duties, that 7acob-did? 
What heart can thinke , or what tongue can ex- 
preſſe our infinite abligations ? Firſt for ſpirituall 
fauours :. Infinirely. are we baund vato God for 
our-Creation : more theninfinitely(ifmore might 
be) for our Redemption, and our effteftuall Cal- 
ling vnto the participation thereof: Vhat ſhall 
we then render-vnto the Lard, forall theſe bene- _ 
fits done vntovs ? Tatum me debto, faith. S. Ber- 
nard', promefacts : quid igitur rependam pro me re- 
dempto? Lowe euery whit of my ſelfe (ynta God) for 
my Creation, what ſhall I ther: render unto himfor my. 
Redemption? 


And Saint Ambroſeſaith, Nybileſ? quod dignum. Amir. faper 
referre poſſumeus pro ſuſcepta carne Marta, quid.pro ine. ſer.z. 


cruce obita, quid proverb:ribss , & ſepuitura reade- 
mug ? we are n0t able to be ſuffui:ntly thankefull for 
taking our fl:ſb of. the (Virgin) Marie, what ſpall,ee 
then returne vnto him for his ſuffering w/pon the 
Croſſe, for his ſtripes, for his burial? 

And as for tempoz all benefits , we are farre be= 
fore 18:04; he wandred vp and downe the world 
lkea poore Pilgrime, with his ſtaffe in his hand : 
he kept {heepe, and was parched with the hear of 
the day, and frozenwith the cold of the night; 
andin,my Text, the bare carth was his bedde, a 
bard ſtone his pillow z he had nothing, he deſired 
nothing, buranely_ bread to cate, and cloathes to 
put on, and the proteQion and blefling of God 
| B 4 vpon: 


| Ames 6.43 53 and reſt, Welit wpon beds of lnorie s and ſtretch our” 
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vpon him in his journey, and yet hee, cucn for 


ſe vowed a Vow vnto God. Wee lit vnder 
our owne Vines, and our owne Fig-trees it peace 


ſelues pon our conches ;, we are clad in purple and fine 
linnen, and fare delicately enery day; we eat calges out 
of the ſtalles, nnd lambes out of the flackes; wee drinke 
wine i# boules, endannoint our ſelnes with coſtly aint< 
ments, and inuent infttaments of Muſicke (like Da- 
uid.) Bat who is either ſorrie for the affliition of T0- 


. feph , thEextreame miſeries of our Brethren in 


neighbour-Countrics, or who is ſenſible of our 
owne pteat proſþeritie, and our incomparable 
happineſle, or who forall this voweth one Vow 
to God? 

When our Sauiour C n «1 s T had cleanſed 
ren Leapers, there was bur one found amongſt 
allthoſe ren, &hea ſtranger too, that returned to 

1eGod thanks. I feare there is ſcarſely one of an 

undred amongſt vs, thar is but cuen ſothanke- 
full vnto God for all bis benefirs, as that ſtranger: 
was onely for his cleanſing. 

When this good Patriarke 7acob returned rich 
from Pedav- Aran in the 3 2.chapterofthis booke, 
he neither forgate what he was then, nor whathe 
had beene before': and therefore in a thankefull 
remembrance of Gods t mercies towards 
him,he payed one partof this Vow in that place, 
tipo thee of thy cries fir with my pu 

theta Thy merries : mb i 
Tpaſſed oner this lordan, and now 1 am end 
bands. | | SHE 
| Many 


Vf 
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Many a one there bein this honourable Courr, 
who haue paſſed quer,nar the riucr.of 7ordgn, but 
the riuer of Trent,or Thames,or Severe with their 
ſtaues in their hands,that is,pooreeſtates in com- 
pariſon, and haue beene deliuered from many 
dangers, and are now cuen laden with riches and 
honours ; And yet I doubt there bee not manic, 
that for all this, haue vowed with 7acob, to haue 
the Lord for their God,or to build him an Houſe, 
£ to pay him the Tenth of all that he hath giuen 
them, 

' One Religious Vow, you fee weekely payedin 
this place. by our royall /acob, I meanc our Tueſ- 
dayes Exerciſe;which was deuoutly vowed, vpon 
as iuſt an occaſion, as eucr Vow was made. And 
hitherro(God be thanked)it hath beene religiouſ: 
ly performed. God grant that this our 7acob may 
long, and long liue a happie King of this happic 
Iſland, cuen as long ( if it bee his will) as the olde 
Patriarke /acob did, to pay this tribute, and the 
reſt of his Vowes vnto the King of Kings. And 
can wee thatare his ſeruants , haue a better pat- 
terne to'imitate,then the Religious example of (o 
Royall a Maſter ? therefore I will conclude this 

int, with that zcalous exhortation of another 
King » Pſal. 76.11. Vauete & reddite Domino Deo 
veitro. Vow wnto the Lord your God , and keepe it, 
all yee that are round about him : bring. preſents unto 
him that ought to be feared. And thus much of the 
generall of Jacobs Vow, | 

Now I come to the particular duties vowed; 
and they are three, Firſt, that the Lord ſhould 


be 


Mar.11.17. 


pounds of money vpon 


—— 
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be his God , thatis, that hee would worſhip the 
trace God; and'noother, Secondly, rhat the 
ſtonewhich'hee had fetvp for a pillar, ſhould be 
Gods houſe: that is, he would dedicate thar place 
vnto the publique worſhip of God. Thirdly,for 
the maintenance of both theſe, he would giue the 
Tenth of all that hee had. All which were ne- 
ceſſary duties, and ecuery one of them hath a ne- 
ceſſary relation, and dependance vpon other;For 
if God muſt be worſhi , then muſt hee havea 
place to be worſhipped in, which is here called an 

ouſe, andourSay toy x faith, ſhall ofallna- 
tions bee called the Houſe of Praycr;” Andifa 
Houſe of Prayer, then a maintenance for that 
Houſe,and them that ſhall fay Prayers init. © Of 
theſe in order, and firſt of the firſt. 

Then ſhall the Lord be my God. 

To hauetheLL o « v for ourGov, is the very 
fummeof the firſt Commandement, the meaning 
whereof, as all Interpreters expound it, is to loue 
God aboucall, ro make him our treaſure, and 
finitely to preferre him, and his Seruice be 
our clues, and all other things intheworld. A 
duetic whereunto cuery man is bound, as wellas 
Tacob, and cuery man thatis notan Arheif, will 
confeſſe,and profeſſe as much: Burhow they p' 
forme this dutie, or cither lone , or preferre 
aboue all, who ſo farre | wire themfchues, their 
honours, pleaſures and profits vnto Gods Ser- 
uice, that they ſpend more houres of time, and 
the one,then minntes, ar 
paice vpon the other; and beſtow more coſt cuen 
vpore 
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vpon points and ſhooe-ſtrings in one day, them 
vpon the worſhipping of God in a whole 
indgeyc.. Ares ovnium pulſs, conſcientias 

rum conurnio, is Saint Auguſtine ſpeaketh. It the 
Lotd be their God, where is his feare 2 where is 
his loue? where is his honour? there geeth more 
to this , then the hearing of a' Sermon, ance, or 
twiſe a weeke ; eſpecially as ic is. vſually heard; 
which is ſcarce worth.the name of a hearing: and 
Jacob meant more then ſo in my Text. .- Forto 
hauec the Lord for our God, is to loue him aboue 
all, as I aid before, and to ſeruc him Semper , & 
ad ſemper, with an vniuecrſall obedience, both in 
regar of time and place, and with Dawd to hauc 
re 


pe&t,nort vnto ſome one, or two ; but vanto all ec. co. 6. 


his Commandements. They which ſerue God 
onthe Sundaies, but not on the weeke-dayes; in 
the Church, not in their Chambers , Cloſets, 
Callings, and wholc courſe of life; and that , not 
for praiſe, profit, pleaſing ofmen,or cuſtome;bue 
outof agood and honeſt heart, and a conſcience 
of their dutics , doc notperforme this partof 74- 
cobs Vow, to haue the Lord for their God. And 
thus much of the firſt durtie. 

The ſecond followeth in the next words , 4nd 
this tone, which I haue ſet vp for apillar, ſhalbe Gods 
Houſe. A dutie neceſſarily depending vpon the 
former;for if God muſt be worſhipped,then muſt 
hehauca place to be worſhipped in,here called an 
Houſe. x 

Now ſome thinke, that this place where 14c96 


ſlept, and ſet vp this Pillar, was Mount Adorie,and 
C 2 that 


nd 
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that he called it Bethel, ot the Houſe of God, Pro-— 

ically by a Prolep/is, becauſe the:Temple 

ld afterwards bee built chere: yet theremiay 

betwd orher.reaſons, why /acob calleth this pillar 

Gods Houſe, 'as before he called the very place 
Bethel. | by © T3540, WAR © 

4>1.- Becauſe God:had manifeſted his prefence 

here; ih an-extraordinary manner, as he did afrer- 

watds:both iin thewandring tabernacle , and'in 

| che fixed Templegwhere he was, therefore faidto 
1. King, 8.13 dwell, as inan Houſe. | 3 3% 

+ 2. "Becauſe /xcob conſecrated this place vnto 
the'Seruice of Godyand chap.3 5, and ra. verſe,. fer 
vpatAkar for his worſhip in ſtead of this Pillar, 
and ( as mayprobably be:chought) would have 
built a- Houſe for Prayer ,- and ſacrificed-in this 
placeattiimſelfe,and the Church had beene then 
ſerled here, and had opportunitie,and meanes to 
hacedone it. But being a Pilgrime, andin his 
journey, he did whathe could tor the preſent, he 
anointed a Pillar, erected an Altar for Sacrifice, 
and dedicated a place for an Houle of Prayer; 
whereby we may ſee. what great care this holy 
Pawjoke had of the place of Gods worſhip : his 
firſt care was forthe worſhip it ſelfe , which hee 
vowed in the former words : his next carc is of 
the place of his worſhip, in theſe words. 

To teach vs, that as our firſt care ſhould be of 
—— of God : ſo our ſecond 'care (ſhould 
beof the place ofhis worſhip. The obie& ofour 
firſt loue, muſt be God himſelf : the obie& of our 
ſecond loue,muſt be the Houſe of God. 0 Loyd, 7 


hage 
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haueloued the habitation of thy bouſe , and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth, (ſaith Dawia) Pſalme_s 
2.6.8... Thy ſatuanks take pleaſure in her ſlones,and fa- 
waur the ery duſt thereof. Plal. fo2. 14. And: Pal, 
| 84.10, One day inthy Coutts, whetter then a thou- 
fad. Ihadratherbe a doore-keeper in the houſe vf my 
Gad, thento dwell in the tevts of mickedneſſe And 
hetendreththe-reafon, why he fo-exceedinglylo- 
ued the Houle'of God, in the very next vetſe; for 
| there the.Lord is the ſunue aud ſbield ,\ there hee will, Verl. 11. 
iue grace and glorie : and no good thing will he with- 
| Told from them that line a godly bife. ' God is.in all 
places by a general prouidence, but hee dwelleth 
in his houſe by a ſpeciall preſence. Hee diftilleth 
| the droppes of his mercie' vpon euery part of the 
earth, but hee powreth irdowne vpon thatholy 
ound, which is dedicate tohis Setuice. There, 
ie ſhinerh like the Sunne : there , hee defenderth 
like a ſhield : hee filled the Temple at 1eru/alem 
with his gloric : hee made many gracious promi- 
ſes ro them that praied therein, or rtowatdsit,and . 
| ſtill where two or three are gathered together in his Mar.18.:0. 
Name, hee will be in the middeſt amongit them : and 
no good thing will he with-hold from them, that 
worthip him in the beautic of holineſle, and 
wait for his /ouing kindneſſe in the 'midieſt of his Pal43.9. 
1 Temple. 
Priuate Conuenticles are not to be compared 
with the publique Aſſemblies of the Church, that 
q both the throne of Gods glorie, and his Mercie- 
cat. 
Whichcuer ſo inflamed 7 holy men of God 
3 in. 


UMI 
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in former with the zcalc of his Houſe, thar 
they ſpared neither coſt, nor paines, nor euer af- 
feed any thing {o-much,; as 'the building and 
beautifying thereof. 7 'will net Juffer mine" eyes to 
fleepe, nor my eye-lids to ſlumber (ach Daxia,)' pntill 
1 find ous a place for the Lord, awbabitation for the 
miehtie =_ re _ 2 Per good _ 
eari6nh in {pel! builded a -Syn >at 
ownecharges. Great Conflantine/w) tmirrourof 
- deuotion, bare twelue baskers 'of earth vpon his 
owne ſhoulders towards the \foaunding of a 
Church. And when'that noble Captaine Texen- 
#4 had done ſuch ſeruice itt e1rmenia , that the 
Emperour Yalens bade him aske wharſoecuer hee 
would, fora reward of his ſeruice, his onely ſuite 
( as Theoadvret reporteth ) was v# Orthodox wna 
preberttur Eccleſia: And when the Em eR rare 
his petition,and bade him aske ſomewhatels, hee 
ſtill perſiſtedin his ſuice,and called God torecord, 
that hee would make no other ſuic but that. And 
how. zealous'oar owne forefathers haue beene in 
' this kinde of deuotion, I need not ſpeake, the 
zeale of Gods Houſe did cuen cate them vp : the 
goodly-Monuments whereof, yet extantin all our 
Cities, and many Countey-Pariſhes (which hane 
ſpared vs both the labour, and charge of building 
Houſes vnto God) ſpeake for them. But ſome of 
thoſe Houſes which they haue built, and cuen the 
faireſt of them,ſince their Buttereſles, and Pillars 
(I meanetheir rtiaintenance) hath beene plucke a- 
way,begin to droopealreadie, andin time, (if it 
be not prevented) will moulder away , yr drop 
@Wne. 
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downe: And yet who pitticththe ruines of Sion, 
or repaireth any one wall, or window thereof ? 


will your ſelues dwell in ſieled howſes, and ſuffer the Hag.1.4, 


Houſes of God to tie w.fte ? Shall Pater nofter build 
Churches , and Our father pull them downe? (as 


that be told in Gath , nor publiſhed in the ſtreetes of 
Askalon, ft the Philiſtines reioxse , left the wncir 
exciſed triumph. = 

Fherefore ro-conclude this point, Secing wee 
neednot with Zicob in my Text,vow to build : ler 
vs all our of our zeale vnto Gods Houſe , vow to 
beautifie, or at leaſt to keepe vp thoſe Houſes, 
whichare built to our hands. And thus much 
of the ſecond ductic, which cob vowed in theſe 
words, This fone which 1 haze ſet wp, &rc. ' 

The third followeth in the laſt words, And of 
all that thou ſhalt giue me, 1 will giue the Tenth unto 
thee. A ductic neccflarily depending vpon the 
two former, as I ſaid before : For if God muſt be 
worſhipped, and haue an Houſe, 'then muſt there 
of necefhitic be a maintenance : therefore 7acob in 
the third place, for a perpetuall maintenance of 
the worſhip, and houſe of God); and them that 
thall —_—_ therein, voweth for him(clfe, andalt 
thepoſteritie, as well of his Faith, as Fleſh,, vnto 
the end of the world, the paimevt of Tithes ; Of 
all that thow ſhalt giue mee , 1 will ſurely gine the 
Fenth wvnto thee. 

But what is the reaſon why cob here voweth 
togiue vnts God rather the Tenth then any other 
part of his goods? Surely howſocucr ſome other 

C4 cauſes 


the prot or ſuffer them to fall ? O /et not 1.Sam.1.20 


Awbr. Ser, 34. 
in feria terti4 
foft 1-Domins- 


5 vit.cdit.col. 
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cauſes may bcealleadged, yetthe.cruc reaſons, 
becauſe /450b knew; cither y £97 cm Nature, 
or bythe traditionandprattiſe of his Anceſtors, 
char this quors,the very tenth, and no other part, 
was, is, and forcuer muſt beas due vnto God, 
as cither his Houſe, or his worſhip : therefore he 
ioyncth theſe three togerher , beibg all relatiues 
which depend one vpon another'; Se mutuo 
wunt + auferant, and they are all equally due va» 
to God: _ CO _ any common 
right, as ot ings, but byaſpeciall progrictie; 
endeinhe of reſeruation: abby AlmigheyGed 
from the very Creation of the world, and.dona- 
tion thereof vnto the vie of men; :reſerued vato 
himſclfc, and ſeparated from common vſe , vnto 
his owne Seruice, ſomeoutof eucry oneof theſe 
five things; which ſhould:ncuer aficr be alienated, 
or taken away without Sacriledge. 
I: A forme of Divine worthip,which may ne- 
uer be giuentoany other... _. 708 G42 
25A tmetforthis worſhip,which is the:Saboth 
day,neuer:to be abrogated. 
' 3- Aplaceof worſhip,which is his Houſe,ne- 
uer to be prophancd. -- "7 | 1f3 
4 A Prieſt-hood, which may neuer bow. knee 
5. Andlaſtly,for the maintenance of all theſe; 
Tithes, which hee therefore calleth his owne' in« 
heritance, neuer without Sacriledge to be impro- 
priated. Deomnſabſtantia quam Deas homini donat, 
deciman partern jibi reſerwazit. Of all the ſubſtance 


com,quadregeſ. yphich God hath given unto man, he hath reſerued the 


Tenth 
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Tenth part wnto himſelfe. They be the very words 


of Saint Ambroſe, And S. Augaittine ſaith , Dems Avg. de temy. 
[abt tantum decimam vendicans,nobis omnia condona- *** 19 


uit. God challenging only to himſelfe the Tenth, hath 
giuen all things vntovs. And that hee reſerued 
to himſelfe the tithes for this purpoſe,cuen from 
the beginning , as well as any of the other foure 
things may appeare by this ;. That for any thing 
we know to the contrary, tithes were payed cucn 
from the beginning of the world:for ſome thinke, 
that Caine, and Abel offered the very tithe as they 
were inſtructed of their father Adam : But how- 
ſocuer that be, certaine it is, that thereis no ſo0- 
ner mention made of any Prieſt +» =4» of an or- 
der fit to receiue them, : then there is mention 
of paying of tithes vnto him. : For eAbraham the 
father of the Faithfull ; no ſooner met with Adel- 
chiſedec a Prieſt of an Order , but tor an example 
vatoall his poſteritic, eucnall the Faithfull, vnro 
the end ofthe world , hee gaue hira tithes of all 
the ſpoiles. Ger: 14. {Andgauc it him, not as an 
arbitraric gift ; but as aneceſfarie due vnto God: 
for hee ſ\warc not to take ſo much as a Shooe-lat- 
chet of the King of S-domy, And yet hee rooke 
the tithe, to. ofter , notashis-, but as Gods due. 
And 7acob in my Text, amongft other Morrall 
 deties (for here is nothing Ceremoniallvwoweth 

the paying of tithes : apd in ther27..0f: Zeuiticus, 
which is the firſt place.where tithes are mentio- 
ned vnger the Law, :God'doth not then begin ro 
relerue them, and tolay., 44 the tithes of theland 

ae D [habe 


Verſ.3e. 


Ver. 1. 


- ww 
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ſhalbe the Lords; but claimeth them as his due of 


old by ancient inheritance, ſaying, 1 the tithe 
is the Lords, it i holy vnto the Lord; not it ſhall be. 
And ſo being his owne of old , he onely aflignerh 
them vnto the Leuiticall Prieſt-hood for rhat 
time. And thus you ſce them due, both before, 
and vnderthe Law. 

Now letany'man ſhew, when, and where 
were abrogated by the Goſpell ? Not by our Sa- 
viour Cnxk1sr, whoſpeakethof them twiſe, 
orthriſe, and fo had inſt occaſion to haue abro- 
gated themzif he had had any ſuchintenr; yet hee 
abrogaterh not, but rather confirmeth them. 
Matth.23. Hec oportuit facere; Theſe things ought 
you to haue done. Norby the Apolile,for S.Pault 


_ 1s ſofarrefrom gas ,, thar on the money 
tn, 


he both commande eſtabliſheth them, an 

prooucth them due. He commandeth them, Gaf. 
6.6. Let him that wt in the word communicate 
with him that teatheth y «+ wo 243i in all good 
things. Indeed he nameth not the very 'Qnorany, 


how much they were to communicate, as taking 


it for-graunted , that the Galathiaxs rhemſelues 


oy te anna —_ _ _— of 
ature, and cri $, and by the perpe« 
pee ſerie Church, and by the praiſe 
of the Heathen themſlues, who vſcd: to offer 
thcir Tithes to.their Idokes. - | 
- And: 1. Cori'g. hee plainely eſtabliſheth for a 
| ers paying-of Tithes : for 
faith he , Ewen ſohathihe Lord ordained, —_ 
WW ; 


—_ Ws wm 
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whichpreach the Goſpel ſhould line of the Goſpel. Euen 

ſo, (thatis as paar out of the ee verſe, 
| As they that miniſtred about holy things in the Temple, Veil. «1. 
| liued wpors theſe holy things , and they that waited 
wpon the Altar, lined of the Altar : Eucn fo muſt the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel liuc , vpon the ſelfe ſame 
maintenance, Now how liued they? Indeed the 
Prieſts of the Law had other emoluments, which 
were Ceremoniall, and temporarie : 'but their 
principall, morall, certaine, and perpetuall main- 
tenance was out of thoſe ordinarie, and annuall 
Tiches , which are Gods ſtanding Inheritance; 
therefore ofthem muſt the Prieſts of the Goſpell 
live; Even ſo (ſaith the Apoſtle) hath the Lord 
| ordained : here is no abrogation, but a ratification 
of this eternall ordinance. 

And laſtly (whichin mine opinionis the moſt 
impregnable place.) Heb. 7. the Apoſtle ſtrongly 
prooucth, that the Tirhes muſt for euer remaine 
duc vnto God : For being to prooue the cxcellen- 
cieofCn nts Tr s Pricſt-hood,aboune the Prieſt- 
hood of Aaron, and Lex, hee prooueth it by the 
perpetuitic thereof: becauſe Crux 1 s T remai- 
netha Prieſt for euer after the order of Melchiſe- 

dec: whereas the Leuiticall Prief-hood was alrea- 
dic ended, & to prooue the perpetuity of Chriſts 
Prieſt-hood, he vſeth no okex Medium , but this 
perpetuall tithing , 7erſ. 8. Here men that did re- 
ceiuc Tithes,thatis Zeus, who died bothin regard 
| of perſon and office: but there,tharis Cu & 15 v 


in Melchiſedes recciued them , of whom it is wit- 
D 2 nelled, 


UMI 


Heb.7. 8. 


24 IacoBs Vovv. 


neſſed; that hee liueth : therefore if Chriſts Prieft- 
hood be perpetuall, then muſt histithing be per- 
petuall,orcls the Apoſtles argument is to no pur- 


Tae; 
« And thus you ſee it yn by theſe three 
places of Scripture,that theſe Tithes,which 1acob 
vowedin my Textlong before the Law, are ſtill 
due vato-God, and his Churchin the time of the 
Goſpell iure Dzuino; And this hath beenc- both 
the conſtant opinion of all Antiquitie, and the 
perpetuall practiſe of the Church, whatſocuer 
any late Hiſtorie doth'report ro the contrary. 
Therefore it is abſurde to ſay, that theſe Tithes 
were onely Leuiticall, and that there is now no- 
thing but a competencie due by a Morall equitie : 
For wc can they be only Leuiticall, which were 
vowed by 7acobin my text, and paid by Abraham, 
and by Leu himſclfe in the loines of 4braham,fiue 
hundred yecres before the Leuiticall Law began. 
And to ſpcake of, a Competencie now, is a meere 
conceit.: For who ſhall preſume to prefcribe:an 
yncertaine Competencie , where God himſelfe 
hath ſet downea perperuall certaintie, which hee 
neuer yetalrered? Or why ſhould any man think, 
that God, whoiproyided a ſtanding, certaine,and 
liberall Maintenance- for the- Leuiticall Prieſt- 
hoodin the time of the Law, which was leſlſe ho- 


noutable, ſhould leaucrhe Miniſtery ofthe Goſ- 


pell.,;which.cxccedeth in honour vnto an vncer- 


taigic and beggerly. com ie: cſpecially fore. 
knowing , and forctelling that-in theſe laſt _ 
| | - Chari- 


_——— 
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Charitic ſhould waxe cold, and men be loners of 
themſclues,and their pleaſures, more then louers 
of God, and his Church. And yet hee requireth 
Hoſpitality at our hands too, which he knew the 
worlds competency could notaffoord. 
Therefore it muſt needs follow for accrtaine 
concluſion, wherewith I will end, that all true 14- 
cobites,or true 1ſraelites,which live vnder the Gol- 
pell, are bound to panes all acobs Vow in the 
time of the Goſpel], and not onely to haue the 
Lord for their God, and build, or atleaſt main- 
taine his houſes but alſo , of all that he hath gi- 
uen them, to giue the Tenth vnto him. And 
therefore,as Salomon ſaith , 1t muſt needs be a de- 
ſtruition for any man to deuoure theſe things that arez 


ſanitified , the vſurping , and deuouring whereof, 


(as. I verily belecue) hath beene the deſtrution 
of many Houſes amongſt vs. Noluimus partzri 


cam Deo decimas , (aith Saint eAugufine; Modo aur Serm.detmm. 
tens totum tollitur: We would not giue our Tithes unts *' 949: 39. 


God ,. aud now all. is taken from.vs.., And Malachi 
ſaith, They are curſed with 4 Curſe all the whole Na- 
tion of them, that robbed the Lord of Tithes and Offe- 
rings. And Dewidcurleth the deuourers of theſe 
holy chings,, with the molt birter curſe, thatcues 


he curſed any creature. Oy God ((aith he) Doe Pals; 
 wntothemthat ſay, Let vs take the Houſes of God into 
' our poſſeſſion 4,43 ynta the Midianites , 45.49 Siſcra 


aud tabin ,; which periſhed as Endor, and, became 2s 
duzg for the earth. Make their Nobleslike Oreb,and 
So, yea all their Prinees , as Zeba and Zalmunna: 
| D 3 make 
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make them like a wheete,, and xs the flabble before the 
wind: As th: fire burneth the wood, and as the flame 
{etreth the moupt tine on fire, ſo perſecate them with 
_thy tempeſt, and make them afraide with thy ſlorme, 
c. God keepeallour Nobles and Princes,and 
People from this bitter Curſe : for the auoiding 
whereof, and obtaining the centrarie blefling, 
me thinkes many ſhould not —_ with 7acobin 
my Text, vow togiuetheir own Tithes; but vow 
to redeeme theſe captiuc-tithes, out of the hands 
of other men, who haue vſurped the ſame,and to 
reſtore them vntothe Lord againe , who is their 
right owner; then which , they cannotalmoſt of. 
_ more acceptable Sacrifice, or Seruice vnto 
And yet how theſe houſes of God are taken,and 
ſtill helde in poſſeflion , and his Inheritance Qil! 
emberzclled in rheſc mus the cryes of the poore 
Leuites cucry where doc whnell » hot onely in 
thoſe places, whereall is gone, and onely a Com- 
cy (as it was then ſuppoſed) often pounds 

a yecre left (whichis ſcarce a Competency now 
for a Hog-heard ) butalſo in many other places, 
where the tithes are not quite impropriated, bur 
yetſo gelded by pretended preſcriptions;arid vn- 
_-conſcionable, nay vnrcaſonable cuſtomes de mods 


" decimandi , && de non decimands, and they many 


timesconfirmed by prohibitions , thar the poore 
Leuite hath in-ſome places,not the tenith,in ſome, 
not the twentieth part of the tithe. I would to 
God that the Body of the Honorabke Parliament 


were 
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were 28 willing as the Relligious and Royall Head 
thereof, te take this grievance into their ſerious 
conſideration , that this Parliament might have 
the honour to enaRt ſome wholeſome Law for 
the honour of God, the advancement ef his 
Church the peace of their owne conſciences, and 
the; relicfe of the poore Clergie in this behalfe ; 
that ſo we might all {as we are all bound ) pay 74- 
cobs Vow unto the God of 74coh, and receive from 
him Jacobs bleſſing. Which God greunt for his 
Sonnelt $Vs CHRIS T his fake, whois our 
eternall Prieft, to whom with the Father, and his 
Bleſſed Spirit bee all Honour, Praiſe, 
and Thankeſ-giving for ever, 
and ever. AMEN. 


FINIS, 


